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Travels of Greek Philosophers,

We tear, indeed, of more ancient Greek travellers,
and it is difficult to understand how, in those early
times, anybody could have travelled without a certain
knowledge of the language of the people through
whose camps and villages and towns he had to pass-
Many of these travels, however, particularly thoso
which are said to have extended as far as India, are
mere inventions of later writers.1 Lycurgus may
have travelled to Spain and Africa, ho certainly did
not proceed to India, nor is there any mention of MB
intercourse with the Indian Gymnosophists before,
Aristocrates, who lived about 100 B.C. The travels
of Pythagoras are equally mythical; they are inven-
tions of Alexandrian writers, who believed that all
wisdom must have flowed from the East. There is
better authority for believing that Dcmocritus went
to Egypt and Babylon, but his more distant travels
to India are likewise legendary. Even. HorodotUH,
though he travelled in Egypt and Persia, never given
us to understand that he was able to converse in any
but his own language.

Barbarians learning* Greek.

As far as wo can tell, the barbarians seem to have
possessed a greater facility for acquiring languages
than either Greeks or Eomaria. Soon after thu

1 On the snpposofl travels of Greek philosophers to India, Hen Lassm,
IndisaJie JLlterthumttJcunde, b. iii. s. 370 ; Brandin, Ifandbnek dcr
G-eschicJtte der PhilosopMe, b. i. s. 425. The opinion of Du^ald Stewart
and Nicbuhr that the Indian philosophers borrowed from the Gnu'lex,
and that of Gorres and othorH that tlio Greeks borrowed from t!m
Brahmans, are examined in my ISsaay on Indian Logic, in Dr. Tho
Laws of Thought.